

ende.fi/




SINGING THE SOUL HOME 6

Page 3
ABOARD THE OBSERVATION CAR "CENTRALIA" Michael Good to see you at NOLACon.
*%% You went to some of the

same restaurants we did. It was all pretty good and the portions were large. | don't

know if I'd want to eat that much all the time. &%% How about an expedition to Washington
for a Dis clave? Aren't there any trains that come up this way?

A WORM'S EYE VIEW OF NOLACON il Christa It's too bad that you had to work at your
first WorldCon. Still, you did have a
good time.*** |'ve long known the TRUE PURPOSE of USA Today, having been on the road so
much over the last year. |It's also great to use as a table cloth; *%* | wanted to see
ALIEN NATION, but have yet to get around to it, | heard the Washington club got a free
showing, but not being part of the club.....
PROJECT NEW HORIZON Rocky Glad to hear you have a plan to get your life back on
track. Accounting can be very rewarlding and accountants
are HOT dull people at all. I'm told that being an actuary (however it is spelled) is
also an excellent job and very few people know about it. It requires more math than
accounting and many insurance companies will train people in it. *¥%% Glad to hear you
will be out of debt. |It's no fun to have all those old bills over your head. At
this time of year (Christmas) it should be NEW bills, **% ct me |'m still job hunting,

but Dick likes DoE so far. He was surprised that the computers they had were not as
powerful as the one we have. He was also dismayed that so much softwear pirating was
going on, *** ct me Yes, you can get a lot of interesting stories being on jury duty.
If you want to see court in acti®mg, spectators are allowed and they get to see (some-
times) more than the jury. | don't know how many times we were sent out of the room
and the crowd was allcoéd to stay.

OLD AND NEW #2 Lynn Wow! You are into zining! ARe we on your HICKMAN'S SCRAP-
BOOK mailing list? Please include us! **% ct Gary ''Did

you have any BBQed kid in Mexico?" | hope you are talking about goats! We'll still

looking for good BBQ here in Maryland. Dick said he wants to make a swing thru KY

next year on our way to MidWestCon and take me to the Moonlite BBQ, which has some

of the best. We found one BBQ place here, called 0'Briens, but it was just OK, ##%x

ct Sue | read in the paper that Skyline Chili just opened a branch in Northern Virginia

in the D.C. area. |I've always wanted to try the chili there. *%% ct Sue | think

the East Coast, rather than the Midwest cons you mentioned, don't serve alcohol., When

we get to some of them, 1'11 find out. *%% | think |'m more of a pack rat than a

collector. |If | do collect,it's books. | keep the SF and mystery books | like and

trade the rest into the used book stores for more books., | used to collect comic books,

but that was years and years ago. When we get settled in, I'm thinking of selling the

comics off and using the money to get something | want, such as a bike. | haven't had

one since | was 15 and the place we're moving has several bike paths.

THE ALATUCKIAN 27 Pat Thanks again for the button! *%% Wow, that must have been
great being in the HOSC. *** re NOLA's daily zine editor,
i don't claim to know all the facts, but | don't think many, if any, of the NOLAcon
people had ever heard of him and didn't know about his actions in Texas. | don't think
the NOLA people take much interest in fandom in general. | know of at least one person
on the committee who knew Steve, but that person was fired three weeks before the con,
Steve may have been a last minute replacement, but | don't recall. |If they had asked us
about a dail zine editor, we could have recommended the IN people and Tony Uberor (sp?)
especially since they dumped all his work on the pocket program without so much as a

by-your-leave. | believe he was givenQJQ% =YSteve) because he demanded it at the last
N . . : LT e . . .

minute or he wouldn't do the zine. Since it was a comp suite anyway, they didn't have

to pay for it. *%% Congratulations on your engagement!!! *%% re fire alarm at the

Marriott, We've had quite a few false alarms here and it's not because of some group.
They can be a pain. *%% |t's a nice format; Dick also uses a two column format in his
apa zines. When we have the computer, that is.
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RIVER RAMBLIN'S Sue Glad to hear that Rickey and his mother have a roof over
their heads again. *** You did a terrific job under dif-
ficult circumstances at NOLAcon and | hope the chair knows that. *%% ct Lynn re how to

run a mimeo. Seems to me that long time ago, we heard about or tried to get a mimeo
demo at a con. The problem then was the size of the machine and getting one there.,
Seems to me | did one demo at a club meeting one time with a very old mimeo. Nowadays
it's a problem finding the machines and people not being interested. After all, if you
can photocopy, why cut stencils and fool with paper and ink? We still do, but | guess
we are rare. |f there is a company in Louisville that sells mimeos or dittos, they will

be glad to demonstrate their latest models, which ddeverything! |'ve seen some mimeos
that the only thing you have to do is put in the stencil and paper and the machine does
the rest. **% ct me Too bad they don't have a pool offpeople who want to be on jury duty

that they can draw from. As | told Rocky, you are allowed to sit in court cases,
End of mailing comments.

On the weekends, we have been going into the District and looking at the sites.
One of the first times we went in, the Mames Project was set up on the Elipse.

The Names Project is the group who is taking the quilt embrodered with the names
of AIDS victims on it from city to city to raise public awareness and funds for research.
They were in Washington to gain support for the march on the FDA, which happened after
that weekend.

The quilt is not one huge quilt, but a series of small quilts, about six large
panels, arranged by state, connected by plain cloth pathways. It almost covered the
available space. On the perimeter, booths had been set up to sell buttons, pins and
T-shirts to cover the costs of the quilt. There were also booths for infomation on
AIDS and the quilt as well as guides if you were looking for a specific patch. There
was a large crowd there, some .site~seers and some truly moved by the quilt and what it
represented. Near the site, a platform had been set up for friends, relatives, and
celebraties to read the names of those who died because of AIDS. There were also tables

& "beople sewing patches that would be added in the future.

It was very moving and | hope that they did raise some consciences.

On the same trip we went over to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. |'ve seen pictures
of The Wall, but it was more incredible in person. The crowds were crushing, but not
disorderly or loud. Even the children were quiet., People were walking by, some were
touching The Wall, some were crying and some people were leaving things, which will be

later collected by the Park Service and preserved in a special warehouse. | read that,
eventually, the collection will become the basis for a Vietnam was museum. With all the
commercialism rampant in most tourist spots, this momument was just for the people and
not the money makers. It was also very moving.

But don't think we just see depressing stuff, we also are slowly visiting the big
tourist spots such as the Smithsonian and National Zoo. Washington is a great city to
walk around in. It was built at a time when people DID walk, afterall.

Well, that's about it for now. | don't like to leave you hanging about my job
prospegﬁa, but | need to get this zine out. When next | write, | hope to have A job and
be movim€ into our townhouse, unless the bank doesn't get things moving.

An open question - if you could pick songs for an album of SF related songs,
what would they be? So far | have the following: BENSON, ARIZONA (from the movie
"Dark Star") by Clam Chowder; ROCKET MAN by Elton John, MIAMI 20717 (SEEN THE LIGHTS
GO OUT ON BROADWAY) by Billy Joel, MAJOR TOM by David Bowie, MR. SPACEMAN by the Byrds.

I''m sure there are others., What would YOU put on the album? What songs would go on
a fantasy album?

See you in sixty!



